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Caleb’s Crossing is the latest novel from Pulitzer Prize-winner Geraldine Brooks. Set inMartha's 
Vineyard, 1650s: Bethia Mayfield is a young girl growing up amid a small band of pioneers and Puritans. 
She is denied the education that her brothers receive, she slips away as often as she can to explore the 
island's wild landscapes and observe its native Wampanoag inhabitants. At the age of twelve, she 
encounters Caleb, the young son of a chieftain, and the children form a secret friendship that gradually 
draws each into the alien world of the other. Meanwhile, Bethia's minister father is trying to convert 
the Wampanoag, and when he takes it upon himself to educate Caleb, it will further divide the 
communities. 

 

The Paris Wife by Paula McLain. Chicago, 1920: Hadley Richardson is a shy twenty-eight-year-old who 
has all but given up on love and happiness when she meets Ernest Hemingway and is captivated by his 
energy, intensity and burning ambition to write. After a whirlwind courtship and wedding, the pair set 
sail for France. But glamorous Jazz Age Paris, full of artists and writers, fuelled by alcohol and gossip, is 
no place for family life and fidelity. Ernest and Hadley's marriage begins to founder, and the birth of a 
beloved son serves only to drive them further apart. Then, at last, Ernest's ferocious literary 
endeavours begin to bring him recognition - not least from a woman intent on making him her own. 

 

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford. 1986, The Panama Hotel The old Seattle 
landmark has been boarded up for decades, but now the new owner has made a startling discovery in 
the basement: personal belongings stored away by Japanese families sent to internment camps during 
the Second World War. Among the fascinated crowd gathering outside the hotel, stands Henry Lee, 
and, as the owner unfurls a distinctive parasol, he is flooded by memories of his childhood. He wonders 
if by some miracle, in amongst the boxes of dusty treasures, lies a link to the Okabe family, and the girl 
he lost his young heart to, so many years ago. 

 

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd is a story about Lily who has grown up believing she 
accidentally killed her mother when she was four. Now fourteen, she yearns for her mother, and for 
forgiveness. She has only one friend: Rosaleen, a black servant whose sharp exterior hides a tender 
heart. South Carolina in the sixties is a place where segregation is still considered a cause worth fighting 
for. When racial tension explodes one summer afternoon, and Rosaleen is arrested and beaten, Lily is 
compelled to act. Lily starts a journey as much about her understanding of the world, as about the 
mystery surrounding her mother. 

 

Lovesong by Alex Miller. Strangers did not, as a rule, find their way to Chez Dom, a small, rundown 
Tunisian cafe on Paris' distant fringes. Run by the widow Houria and her young niece, Sabiha, the cafe 
offers a home away from home for the North African immigrant workers working at the great abattoirs 
of Vaugiraud, who, like them, had grown used to the smell of blood in the air. But when one day a lost 
Australian tourist, John Patterner, seeks shelter in the cafe from a sudden Parisian rainstorm, the quiet 
simplicities of their lives are changed forever. Miller  is twice winner of The Miles Franklin Award. 

 

Astrid and Veronika by New Zealand author Linda Olssen. It is a freezing night in March when Veronika 
Bergman arrives from New Zealand at her rented house north of Stockholm. Bereft after the recent 
death of her fiancé, Veronika is looking for a place to recover. The house is unwelcoming and 
unfamiliar, but as the days progress she begins to make it her own. She quickly establishes a routine of 
rising early, turning on her laptop to work on her novel—though the screen remains blank—and taking 
morning walks in the chilly, bleak grayness, until finally spring arrives, and with it, a life-changing 
encounter. Also titled Let me sing you gentle songs. 



 

Snowdrops is the first novel by A.D. Miller, formerly the Moscow correspondent of The Economist. It is 
a fast-paced drama that unfolds during a beautiful but lethally cold Russian winter. Ostensibly a story of 
naive foreigners and cynical natives, the novel becomes something richer and darker: a tale of erotic 
obsession, self-deception and moral freefall. It is set in a land of hedonism and desperation, corruption 
and kindness, magical hideaways and debauched nightclubs; a place where secrets, and corpses, come 
to light when the snows thaw. A psychological thriller! 

 

Christine wakes in a strange bed beside a man she does not recognise. In the bathroom she finds a 
photograph of him taped to the mirror, and beneath it the words 'Your husband'. Each day, Christine 
wakes knowing nothing of her life. Each night, her mind erases the day. But before she goes to sleep, 
she will recover fragments from her past, flashbacks to the accident that damaged her, and then—
mercifully—she will forget. Chilling, exquisitely crafted and compulsively readable, S. J. Watson's debut 
novel Before I Go to Sleep is a psychological thriller of the highest order. 

 

Sacred Hearts is set in 1570 in the Italian city of Ferrara, and the convent of Santa Caterina is filled with 
noble women who are married to Christ because many cannot find husbands outside. Enter sixteen-
year-old Serafina, ripped by her family from an illicit love affair, howling with rage and hormones and 
determined to escape. While on the other side of the great walls, counter-reformation forces in the 
Church are pushing for change, inside, Serafina's spirit and defiance ignite a fire that threatens to 
engulf the whole convent. Hidden history brought alive by a wonderful storyteller, Sarah Dunant,  
renowned for her Italian Renaissance novels. 

 

Spanning four decades, from 1968 onwards, this is the story of a fabulous but flawed family and the 
slew of ordinary and extraordinary incidents that shape their everyday lives. It is a story about 
childhood and growing up, loss of innocence, eccentricity, familial ties and friendships, love and life. 
Stripped down to its bare bones, it's about the unbreakable bond between a brother and sister. Sarah 
Winman grew up in Essex. When God was a Rabbit is her first novel. She lives in London. 

 

Philippa Gregory brings the tumult and intrigue of The Wars of the Roses to vivid life through the 
women of the House of Lancaster and the House of York, beginning with the story of Elizabeth 
Woodville, the White Queen. Elizabeth fought tenaciously for the success of her family -- her daughter 
who would one day unite the warring dynasties, and her two sons whose eventual fate has confounded 
historians for centuries: the Princes in the Tower. Informed by impeccable research and framed by her 
inimitable storytelling skills, Philippa Gregory gives an unforgettable voice to an extraordinary woman 
at the heart of a devastating conflict. 

 

When Major Pettigrew, a retired British army major in a small English village, embarks on an 
unexpected friendship with the widowed Mrs. Ali, who runs the local shop, trouble erupts to disturb 
the bucolic serenity of the village and of the Major’s carefully regimented life. As the Major and Mrs. Ali 
discover just how much they have in common, including an educated background and a shared love of 
books, they must struggle to understand what it means to belong and how far the obligations of family 
and tradition can be set aside for personal freedom. Meanwhile, the village itself, lost in its petty 
prejudices and traditions, may not see its own destruction coming. Author Helen Simonson 

 

Let the Great World Spin. A National Book Award Winner. In the dawning light of a late-summer 
morning, the people of lower Manhattan stand hushed, staring up in disbelief at the Twin Towers. It is 
August 1974, and a mysterious tightrope walker is running, dancing, leaping between the towers, 
suspended a quarter mile above the ground. In the streets below, a slew of ordinary lives become 
extraordinary in bestselling novelist Colum McCann’s stunningly intricate portrait of a city and its 
people. 
 

 

Saturday is a novel set within a single day -- 15 February 2003. Henry Perowne is a contented man - a 
successful neurosurgeon, happily married. What troubles him is the state of the world - the impending 
war against Iraq, and a general darkening and gathering pessimism since the New York and Washington 
attacks two years before. On this particular Saturday morning, Perowne makes his way to his usual 
squash game with his anaesthetist. A minor accident in his car brings him into a confrontation with a 
small-time thug called Baxter. To Perowne's professional eye, something appears to be profoundly 
wrong with this young man. A great book from Ian McEwan. Highly recommended. 



 

Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor black tobacco farmer 
whose cells—taken without her knowledge in 1951—became one of the most important tools in 
medicine, vital for developing the polio vaccine, cloning, gene mapping, in vitro fertilization,  and more. 
Henrietta’s cells have been bought and sold by the billions, yet she remains virtually unknown, and her 
family can’t afford health insurance. Winner of several awards, including the 2010 Chicago Tribune 
Heartland Prize for Nonfiction, the 2010 Wellcome Trust Book Prize, and the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science’s Award for Excellence in Science Writing, The Immortal Life of Henrietta 
Lacks was featured on over 60 critics’ best of the year lists. A true story. 

 

Marion and Shiva Stone, born in a mission hospital in Ethiopia in the 1950s, are twin sons of an illicit 
union between an Indian nun and British doctor. Bound by birth but with widely different 
temperaments they grow up together, in a country on the brink of revolution, until a betrayal splits 
them apart. But fate has not finished with them – they will be brought together once more, in the 
sterile surroundings of a hospital theatre. From the 1940s to the present, from a convent in India to a 
cargo ship bound for the Yemen, from a tiny operating theatre in Ethiopia to a hospital in the Bronx, 
this is both a richly visceral epic and a riveting family story. Highly recommended. 

 

The Little Stranger follows the strange adventures of Dr. Faraday, the son of a maid who has built a life 
of quiet respectability as a country doctor. One dusty postwar summer in his home of rural 
Warwickshire, he is called to a patient at Hundreds Hall. Home to the Ayres family for more than two 
centuries, the Georgian house, once grand and handsome, is now in decline—its masonry crumbling, its 
gardens choked with weeds, the clock in its stable yard permanently fixed at twenty to nine. But are 
the Ayreses haunted by something more ominous than a dying way of life? Little does Dr. Faraday know 
how closely, and how terrifyingly, their story is about to become entwined with his. Shortlisted for the 
Booker Prize. 

 

When Julie Jacobs inherits a key to a safety deposit box in Siena, she is told it will lead her to an old 
family treasure. Soon she is launched on a precarious journey into the true history of her ancestor 
Giulietta, whose legendary love for a young man named Romeo inspired Shakespeare's unforgettable 
story. As Julie crosses paths with the descendants of the families who turned medieval Siena upside 
down, she begins to realize that the notorious curse -- 'a plague on both your houses!' -- is still at work.  
A stunning debut novel by Anne Fortier  

 

ROOM is narrated by a five-year-old called Jack, who lives in a single room with his Ma and has never 
been outside. An international bestseller as soon as it was published in August 2010, ROOM has been 
shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize and won the Hughes & Hughes Irish Novel of the Year and the 
Rogers Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize (for best Canadian novelJack and Ma live in a locked room that 
measures eleven foot by eleven. When he turns five, he starts to ask questions, and his mother reveals 
to him that there is a world outside. Told entirely in Jack’s voice, ROOM is no horror story or tearjerker, 
but a celebration of resilience and the love between parent and child.  

 

Set during World War II in Germany, Markus Zusak’s groundbreaking novel is the story of Liesel 
Meminger, a foster girl living outside of Munich. Liesel scratches out a meager existence for herself by 
stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist-books. With the help of her accordion-playing 
foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbours during bombing raids 
as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement before he is marched to Dachau.This is an 
unforgettable story about the ability of books to feed the soul and a wonderful book by one of 
Australia’s young novelists. 

 

Emma and Dexter meet for the first time on the night of their graduation. Tomorrow they must go their 
separate ways. So where will they be on this one day next year? And the year after that? And every 
year that follows? Twenty years, two people, One Day. From the author of the massive bestseller 
Starter for Ten. 

 



 

Nothing can break the bond between sisters … When Beatrice gets a frantic call in the middle of Sunday 
lunch to say that her younger sister, Tess, is missing, she boards the first flight home to London. But as 
she learns about the circumstances surrounding her sister’s disappearance, she is stunned to discover 
how little she actually knows of her sister’s life – and unprepared for the terrifying truths she must now 
face. The police, Beatrice’s fiancé and even their mother accept they have lost Tess but Beatrice refuses 
to give up on her. So she embarks on a dangerous journey to discover the truth, no matter the cost.  

 

 The Long Song  is a  beautiful, heartbreaking novel by Andrea Levy, the author of  Small Island. July is a 
slave girl who lives upon a sugar plantation named Amity and it is her life that is the subject of this tale. 
She was there when the Baptist War raged in 1831, and she was also present when slavery was 
declared no more. My son says I must convey how the story tells also of July's mama Kitty, of the 
negroes that worked the plantation land, of Caroline Mortimer the white woman who owned the 
plantation and many more persons besides - far too many for me to list here. But what befalls them all 
is carefully chronicled upon these pages for you to peruse. Longlisted for the 2010 Orange Prize and 
shortlisted for the 2010 Man Booker Prize. 

 

As a child, Kathy-now thirty-one years old-lived at Hailsham, a private school in England where the 
children were sheltered from the outside world. Kathy had long ago put this idyllic past behind her, but 
when two of her Hailsham friends come back into her life, she stops resisting the pull of memory. Kathy 
recalls their years at Hailsham. She describes happy scenes of boys and girls growing up together, 
unperturbed-even comforted-by their isolation. But she describes other scenes as well: of discord and 
misunderstanding that hint at a dark secret behind Hailsham’s nurturing facade. With the dawning 
clarity of hindsight, the three friends are compelled to face the truth about their childhood-and about 
their lives now. 

 

A story of love and motherhood, this is a tour de force from one of our most acclaimed and best loved 
novelists. When the bohemian, sophisticated Innes Kent turns up by chance on her doorstep, Lexie 
Sinclair realises she cannot wait any longer for her life to begin, and leaves for London. There, at the 
heart of the 1950s Soho art scene, she carves out a new life for herself, with Innes at her side. In the 
present day, Elina and Ted are reeling from the difficult birth of their first child. Elina, a painter, 
struggles to reconcile the demands of motherhood with sense of herself as an artist, and Ted is 
disturbed by memories of his own childhood, memories that don’t tally with his parents’ version of 
events. As Ted begins to search for answers, so an extraordinary portrait of two women is revealed, 
separated by fifty years, but connected in ways that neither could ever have expected. Very popular. 

 

In October 1997, a clever young law student at ANU made a bizarre plan to murder her devoted 
boyfriend after a dinner party at their house. Some of the dinner guests – most of them university 
students – had heard rumours of the plan. Nobody warned Joe Cinque. He died one Sunday, in his own 
bed, of a massive dose of Rohypnol and heroin. Helen Garner followed the trials in the ACT Supreme 
Court. Compassionate but unflinching, this is a book about how and why Joe Cinque died. It probes the 
gap between ethics and the law; examines the helplessness of the courts in the face of what we think 
of as ‘evil’; and explores conscience, culpability, and the battered ideal of duty of care. It is a 
masterwork from one of Australia’s greatest writers. This was one of our bookclub’s all time favourite 
selections. Thought provoking. 

 

The last novel written by Englishman Thomas Hardy. Jude Fawley, the stonemason excluded not by his 
wits but by poverty from the world of Christminster privilege, finds fulfilment in his relationship with 
Sue Bridehead. Both have left earlier marriages. Ironically, when tragedy tests their union it is Sue, the 
modern emancipated woman, who proves unequal to the challenge. Hardy’s fearless exploration of 
sexual and social relationships and his prophetic critique of marriage scandalised the late Victorian 
establishment and marked the end of his career as a novelist. A classic novel from a dead Englishman! 

 

A wonderful book by Simon Mawer. High on a Czechoslovak hill, the Landauer House shines as a 
wonder of steel and glass and onyx built specially for newlyweds Viktor and Liesel Landauer, a Jew 
married to a gentile. But the radiant honesty of 1930 that the house, with its unique Glass Room, 
seems to engender quickly tarnishes as the storm clouds of WW2 gather, and eventually the family 
must flee, accompanied by Viktor's lover and her child. But the house's story is far from over, and as it 
passes from hand to hand, from Czech to Russian, both the best and the worst of the history of Eastern 
Europe becomes somehow embodied and perhaps emboldened within the beautiful and austere 
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surfaces and planes so carefully designed, until events become full-circle.  

 

An award-winning memoir from the bestselling author of March and Year of Wonders. Born in 
Sydney’s western suburbs in the late 1950s, the young Geraldine Brooks longs to discover the 
vivid places where she believes history and culture are made Twenty years later and worlds 
away from her sheltered girlhood, Brooks is an award-winning foreign correspondent covering 
war and famine Foreign Correspondence is an intimate, moving and often humorous memoir 
of growing up in Australia in the 1960s that speaks directly to the heart of everyone who ever 
yearned to become a citizen of the world 

 

 Set in rural WA in the small wheatbelt town of Wyalkatchem. It is 1944. Gin, the albino, marries to 
escape the confines of an asylum. Toad, a little man who wears corsets, marries to prove his manhood. 
Together they are freaks - feared and ridiculed by the remote farming community in which they live. 
Into their lives come two Italian POWs bringing music, sensuality and a love that will fan the flames of 
small town bigotry. A story of war and forbidden love. 

 

From brilliant author Rose Tremain  comes The Road Home. 
 'On the coach, Lev chose a seat near the back and he sat huddled against the window, staring out at 
the land he was leaving...' Lev is on his way to Britain to seek work, so that he can send money back to 
Eastern Europe to support his mother and little daughter. Readers will become totally involved with his 
story, as he struggles with the mysterious rituals of 'Englishness', and the fashions and fads of the 
London scene. We see the road Lev travels through Lev's eyes, and we share his dilemmas: the intimacy 
of his friendships, old and new; his joys and sufferings; his aspirations and his hopes of finding his way 
home, wherever home may be. 

 

Freya has come to Antarctica to undertake a photographic expedition to retrace Frank Hurley's iconic 
photographs - but also to escape a stifling relationship. Once she is there the extraordinary world of 
Antarctica gets under her skin and she starts to unfurl, finding her world change in ways she would 
never previously had thought possible. Weaving in a vivid recreation of Douglas Mawson's ill-fated 191-
14 Antarctic expedition into the contemporary story of a woman coming to terms with the end of her 
marriage, The Nature of Ice is a poetic, multi-stranded novel of present and past, hope and tragedy, 
love and loss. It is a both a love story and a heart-stopping, intensely moving polar adventure story - 
most of all though it is a story of place, bringing to vivid life the extraordinary landscape of Antarctica, 
the frozen continent that intrigues us all. 

 

Alice Howland is proud of the life she worked so hard to build. A Harvard professor, she has a 
successful husband and three grown children. When she begins to grow forgetful, she dismisses it for 
as long as she can, but when she gets lost in her own neighbourhood she knows that something has 
gone terribly wrong. She is fifty years old. Suddenly she has no classes to teach, no new research to 
conduct, no invited lectures to give. Ever again. Unable to work, read and, increasingly, take care of 
herself, Alice struggles to find meaning and purpose in her everyday life as her concept of self gradually 
slips away. But Alice is a remarkable woman, and her family, yoked by history and DNA and love, 
discover more about her and about each other, in their quest to keep the Alice they know for as long as 
possible. Losing her yesterdays, her short-term memory hanging on by a couple of frayed threads, she 
is living in the moment, living for each day. But she is still Alice.  

 

An Orange Prize Finalist. Beginning on August 9, 1945, in Nagasaki, and ending in a prison cell in the US 
in 2002, as a man is waiting to be sent to Guantanamo Bay, Burnt Shadows is an epic narrative of love 
and betrayal. Hiroko Tanaka is twenty-one and in love with the man she is to marry, Konrad Weiss. As 
she steps onto her veranda, wrapped in a kimono with three black cranes swooping across the back, 
her world is suddenly and irrevocably altered. In the numbing aftermath of the atomic bomb that 
obliterates everything she has known, all that remains are the bird-shaped burns on her back, an 
indelible reminder of the world she has lost. In search of new beginnings, two years later, Hiroko 
travels to Delhi. It is there that her life will become intertwined with that of Konrad's half sister, 
Elizabeth, her husband, James Burton, and their employee Sajjad Ashraf, from whom she starts to learn 
Urdu.  
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This is the real-life story. In the autumn of 2000, Hope Edelman was a woman adrift, questioning her 
marriage, her profession, and her place in the larger world. Feeling vulnerable and isolated, she was 
primed for change. Into her stagnant routine dropped Dodo, her three-year-old daughter Maya's 
curiously disruptive imaginary friend. Confused and worried about how to handle Dodo's apparent hold 
on their daughter, Edelman and her husband made the unlikely choice to take her to Maya healers in 
Belize, hoping that a shaman might help them banish Dodo–and, as they came to understand, all he 
represented–from their lives. The Possibility of Everything chronicles the magical week in Central 
America that transformed Edelman from a person whose past had led her to believe only in the visible 
and the "proven" to someone open to the idea of larger, unseen forces.  

 

Five brilliant and ambitious friends. Where has life taken them 20 years on?  Old friendships are 
expected to maintain their shape despite distance, lovers, careers, new friends. Ava is an 
internationally acclaimed novelist who carries with her a lifetime of secrets. Helen, a brilliant and 
dedicated molecular biologist, is faced with unexpected moral dilemmas as she finds herself drawn into 
bioterrorism research. Conrad is a philosopher with a popular media profile and a desire for a much 
younger woman. And Jack, whose career has stalled in the light of his long unrequited love for Ava, is a 
scholar of the history and culture of Islam. It is Ava's husband, Harry, a man for whom the others can 
barely conceal their disdain, who has drawn them back to Melbourne where they first met at 
university.  

 

Set in the USA of the 1960's, The Help is a startling, resonant portrait of the intertwined lives of women 
on opposite sides of the racial divide. Stockett's many gifts - a keen eye for character, a wicked sense of 
humour, the perfect timing of a natural born storyteller - shine as she evokes a time and place when 
black women were expected to help raise white babies, and yet could not use the same bathroom as 
their employers. Her characters, both white and black, are so fully fleshed they practically breathe - no 
stock villains or pious heroines here. A popular bookclub title.  Highly recommended. 

 

Mikey Walsh was born into a Romany Gypsy family. They live in a closeted community, and little is 
known about their way of life. After centuries of persecution Gypsies are wary of outsiders and if you 
choose to leave you can never come back. Growing up, he didn't go to school, he seldom mixed with 
non-Gypsies and the caravan became his world. It was a rich and unusual upbringing and Mikey grew 
up surrounded by a memorable cast of eccentrics. Eventually Mikey was forced to make an agonising 
decision -- to stay and keep secrets, or escape and find somewhere to belong. A true story. 

 

I have just finished reading this amazing book by Chris Cleave, author of Incendiary. As the blurb 
suggests, this is a book to read and ponder and to recommend to friends without sharing details. It is 
the story of two women from vastly different backgrounds who share an horrific event. This book may 
well challenge your thoughts on immigration, detention centres and asylum seekers. It will possibly 
leave you thinking about the important things in your life. 
 I wish I was a woman who cared deeply about shoes and concealer. I wish I was not the sort of woman 
who ended up sitting at her kitchen table listening to a refugee girl talking about her awful fear of the 
dawn. (Sarah, p146) 

 

A celebration of literature, love, and the power of the human spirit, this warm, funny, tender, and 
thoroughly entertaining novel is the story of an English author living in the shadow of World War II and 
the writing project that will dramatically change her life. An international bestseller now in paperback. 
It’s 1946, and as Juliet Ashton sits at her desk in her Chelsea flat, she is stumped. A writer of witty 
newspaper columns during the war, she can’t think of what to write next. Out of the blue, she receives 
a letter from one Dawsey Adams of Guernsey – by chance he’s acquired a book Juliet once owned – 
and, emboldened by their mutual love of books, they begin a correspondence. Highly recommended. 
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 When Clara Purdy takes a dreamy turn in her car and ends up plowing into the lives of the Gage family, 
her low-impact, nine-to-five life in the suburbs is transformed into heady, noisy chaos. Absorbed in her 
own failings, Clara Purdy crashes her life into a sharp left turn, taking the young family in the other car 
along with her. When bruises on the mother, Lorraine, prove to be late-stage cancer, Clara – against all 
habit and comfort – moves the three children and their terrible grandmother into her own house. We 
know what is good, but we don’t do it. In Good to a Fault, Clara decides to give it a try, and then has to 
cope with the consequences: exhaustion, fury, hilarity, and unexpected love.  

 

It is 1957 and, after the death of her husband, pianist Ilona Talivaldis and her nine-year-old daughter 
Zidra travel to the remote coastal town of Jingera in New South Wales. Ilona, a concentration camp 
survivor from Latvia, is searching for peace and an opportunity to start anew. In her beautiful vine-
covered cottage on the edge of the lagoon, she plans to set herself up as a piano teacher.  

For Jingera is not quite the utopia Ilona imagines it to be – and at risk is the one thing Ilona holds dear… 

 

A widely acclaimed international bestseller,” I’m Not Scared is a spine-tingling novel that combines a 
coming of age narrative with a satisfying, enthralling story of suspense. A sweltering heat wave hits a 
tiny village in Southern Italy, sending the adults to seek shelter, while their children bicycle freely 
throughout the countryside, playing games and getting into trouble. On a dare, nine-year-old Michele 
Amitrano enters an old, abandoned farmhouse, where he stumbles upon a secret so terrible that he 
can’t tell anybody. As the truth emerges, Michele learns that the horror in the creepy old house is 
closer to home than he ever imagined. 

 

The Five People You Meet in Heaven, Mitch Albom gives us an astoundingly original story that will 
change everything you’ve ever thought about the afterlife — and the meaning of our lives here on 
earth. On his eighty-third birthday, Eddie, a lonely war veteran, dies in a tragic accident trying to save a 
little girl from a falling cart. With his final breath, he feels two small hands in his – and then nothing. He 
awakens in the afterlife, where he learns that heaven is not a lush Garden of Eden but a place where 
your earthly life is explained to you by five people who were in it. These people may have been loved 
ones or distant strangers. Yet each of them changed your path forever.  

 A wonderful novel from the author of the Purple Hibiscus.  Half of a Yellow Sun recreates a seminal 
moment in modern African history: Biafra’s impassioned struggle to establish an independent republic 
in Nigeria, and the chilling violence that followed. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie weaves together the lives 
of three characters swept up in the turbulence of the decade. Thirteen-year-old Ugwu is employed as a 
houseboy for a university professor full of revolutionary zeal. Olanna is the professor’s beautiful 
mistress, who has abandoned her life of privilege in Lagos for a dusty university town and the charisma 
of her new lover. And Richard is a shy young Englishman in thrall to Olanna’s twin sister, an enigmatic 
figure who refuses to belong to anyone. As Nigerian troops advance and they must run for their lives, 
their ideals are severely tested, as are their loyalties to one another. 

 

This is the second novel from the author of Rhubarb. Late on a hot summer night in the tail end of 
1965, Charlie Bucktin, a precocious and bookish boy of thirteen, is startled by an urgent knock on the 
window of his sleep-out. His visitor is Jasper Jones, an outcast in the regional mining town of Corrigan. 
Rebellious, mixed-race and solitary, Jasper is a distant figure of danger and intrigue for Charlie. So when 
Jasper begs for his help, Charlie eagerly steals into the night by his side, terribly afraid but desperate to 
impress. With his secret like a brick in his belly, Charlie is pushed and pulled by a town closing in on 
itself in fear and suspicion as he locks horns with his tempestuous mother; falls nervously in love and 
battles to keep a lid on his zealous best friend, Jeffrey Lu.  
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The first novel in nine years from Barbara Kingsolver, author of the international bestseller, The 
Poisonwood Bible. Born in the US, reared in a series of provisional households in Mexico, Harrison 
Shepherd is mostly a liability to his social-climbing mother, Salomé. From a coastal island jungle to the 
unpaved neighbourhoods of 1930s Mexico City, his fortunes never steady as Salomé finds her rich men-
friends always on the losing side of the Mexican Revolution. The Lacuna is a gripping story of identity, 
connection with our past, and the power of words to create or devastate. Crossing two decades, from 
the vibrant revolutionary murals of Mexico City to the halls of a Congress bent on eradicating the 
colour red, The Lacuna is as deep and rich as the New World itself.  

 

At a suburban barbecue, a man slaps a child who is not his own. This event has a shocking ricochet 
effect on a group of people, mostly friends, who are directly or indirectly influenced by the event. In 
this remarkable novel, Christos Tsiolkas turns his unflinching and all-seeing eye onto that which 
connects us all: the modern family and domestic life in the twenty-first century. The Slap is told from 
the points of view of eight people who were present at the barbecue. The slap and its consequences 
force them all to question their own families and the way they live, their expectations, beliefs and 
desires.  

 

This, the first book in the Millennium Trilogy, was awarded Crime Thriller of the Year at the Galaxy 
British Book Awards on the 10th April 2009. Forty years ago, Harriet Vanger disappeared off the 
secluded island owned and inhabited by the powerful Vanger family. Harriet’s uncle, Henrik, is 
convinced that she was murdered by someone in her own family – the deeply dysfunctional Vanger 
clan. This is a violent and bloody thriller, a sinister family saga, a mystery of massive financial fraud and 
a haunting love story. The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo is a genuinely complex and unique contribution 
to crime fiction.  

 

In the year of the 150th anniversary of Origin of the Species, set in a town where Jane Austen was a 
frequent visitor, Tracy Chevalier once again shows her uncanny sense for the topical. In the early 
nineteenth century, a windswept beach along the English coast brims with fossils for those with the 
eye! From the moment she’s struck by lightning as a baby, it is clear Mary Anning is marked for 
greatness. When she uncovers unknown dinosaur fossils in the cliffs near her home, she sets the 
scientific world alight, challenging ideas about the world’s creation and stimulating debate over our 
origins. In an arena dominated by men, however, Mary is soon reduced to a serving role, facing 
prejudice from the academic community, vicious gossip from neighbours, and the heartbreak of 
forbidden love. Generated great discussion in our book club. 

 

David Ebershoff’s The 19th Wife combines epic historical fiction with a modern murder mystery to 
create a brilliant novel of literary suspense. It is 1875, and Ann Eliza Young has recently separated from 
her powerful husband, Brigham Young, prophet and leader of the Mormon Church. Expelled and an 
outcast, Ann Eliza embarks on a crusade to end polygamy in the United States. Soon after Ann Eliza’s 
story begins, a second exquisite narrative unfolds–a tale of murder involving a polygamist family in 
present-day Utah. Jordan Scott, a young man who was thrown out of his fundamentalist sect years 
earlier, must reenter the world that cast him aside in order to discover the truth behind his father’s 
death. As Ann Eliza’s narrative intertwines with that of Jordan’s search, readers are pulled deeper into 
the mysteries of love and faith. The 19th Wife is a finalist for the Utah Book Award, the Galaxy British 
Book Award, the Ferro-Grumley Award . 
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